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Judges is the story of the failure of God's people. It hurts to read it 
because we read it and wonder how they could ever have done 
such bad things. Yet we ourselves fall into such failure. Let's go way back to when we 
studied Joshua just two weeks ago. The Nation of Israel was God's people. They had a 
special and personal covenant which was made to them. They had been led into the 
Promised Land on the basis of that covenant, and they would remain in possession so 
long as they served God. They were led into the land by Joshua to settle the land. We 
just finished twenty eight wonderful teachings in which we saw the possession of much 
of the land take place. | recently heard an interesting statistic. God had intended for 
them to inherit about 300,000 acres and of that they only really ended up possessing 
30,000 acres. | think this sort of parallels how God makes so many promises to us, but 
we end up walking into and on only a fraction of those promises. 


In Judges we will see that over and over the Nation of Israel was affected by the world 
around them. Their parents had entered the land as conquerors, but the children of the 
conquerors became compromised with the world around them. Over and over in 
Judges we will watch as they stray from the Lord. When | last taught two weeks ago, we 
looked at a verse in which Joshua had actually told them that it would be hard to serve 
the Lord. The people proclaimed together, “No, we will serve the Lord.” And Joshua 
told them that to do so, they would have to turn away from all of those gods and deities 
that they had brought into the land with them. They would have to stay focused on the 
God who had brought them out of bondage in Egypt. In the end he presented them 
with a choice when he said, “° And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose 
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the god's which your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15 KJV) 


The Book of Judges covers a three to four hundred year period. 
Let's start off defining what is exactly meant by the term 
“judges.” This isn’t talking about judges like the ones we 
envision sitting with a robe in a courtroom. We're talking more 
like a chieftain that would rule over the tribes. The twelve tribes 
of Israel were sort of like the early tribes of Ireland and Scotland 
where a chieftain would lead the tribe during his lifetime. He 
was the strong man of the clan, a warrior who often was a 
liberator. In Israel, this chieftain would be called a “judge.” To 

ae the left I've put a picture of a Scottish Highland chieftain from 
my own eri tribe “MacMillan.” The Taoiseach (the chieftain) is there with sword in 
hand battling the Sassanach (the English). The judges in Israel were this sort of a 
personage. In Israel, there would be thirteen judges in all. Twelve were men and one 
was a woman named Deborah. | recently heard a pastor describe the Book of Judges as 
being rated “R” for raunchy, rebellious, and recalcitrant, and | would add “raucous.” By 
the end of the book, we'll see Israel falling into complete chaos. It is very applicable to 
what is beginning to happen in our own country. As unity disintegrates and as a 
singleness of purpose disappears, a country becomes fractionalized and factionalized. 
This is what happened in Israel in the day of the Judges. In fact, the last verse of the 
book will make you shudder as you read, 79 In those days there was no king in Israel: 
every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” Judges 27:25, KJV). In our own day 
we could read this to say, “there is no rule of law in the land and everyone is doing what 
they think is “right” in their own eyes.” 


Israel's fall into chaos reveals both a political and spiritual cycle that seems to happen in 
every society. The political cycle was described well by a Scottish historian named 
Alexander Tytler who wrote in the 1700's. Tytler observed that the average age of the 
world's civilizations seemed to be about 400 years. 
De Tytler asserts that during that 400 years, a civilization 
——— — goes through several notable cycles: bondage, faith, 
great courage, liberty, abundance, 


Apathy Courage : : 
Leisure, selfishness, complacency, apathy, 
Ciiiaesiiiii Liberty dependence, weakness, and finally......... back to 
bondage.' 
Selfishness < Abundance 


1 It's also been stated in a similar way that, “Hard times create strong men, Strong men create good 
times, Good times create weak men, Weak men create hard times.” 


The final stage is political anarchy. As | just mentioned, we will end the study of Judges 
reading. 25 /n those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes.” Judges 21:25, KIV). 


pe When | was a child, our pastor noted a similar cycle that 


happened in Israel at this time. He called it a “cycle of 
[ cya on \ discipline” consisting of 5 different stages. Others have 
inJudges called it a “sin cycle” that has these stages: (1) Israel at 
a peace, (2) falls into sin and idolatry, (3) under oppression, (4) 
NI repentance, and (5) deliverance. It can be seen in different 


stages, but you get the idea here. Let's open to the text. 


7 Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the 
children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites 
first, to fight against them? (Judges 1:1, NKJV). 


It's kind of interesting that up to this point, God had raised up leaders who were then 
named in succession to one another. Remember the line of leaders we've studied: 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and finally Joshua. The text does not name a 
leader who will now be in charge. Also remember that the Canaanites is a broad term to 
describe all of the various tribes of enemies who were in the land. 


2 And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, | have delivered the land into his hand. 

3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we may 
fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went 
with him. 4 And Judah went up; and the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites 
into their hand: and they slew of them in Bezek ten thousand men. (Judges 1:2-4, K/V). 


So God said that Judah was to go up to fight. It's kind of interesting and I’m not sure 
unto whom the Lord said this. We don’t even know exactly how the Lord told them this. 
Remember that when the land was being divided up they used a kind of “lots system” 
(think of something like dice) to make the divisions. Back in the desert the High Priest 
would use an object to “cast lots” to determine God's will. Some think these were 
stones that were called the Urim and the Thurmin. These are mentioned in Exodus 
28:30. However it happened, God told Judah (meaning praise) to go up and Judah took 
Simeon with him. | think it's fitting that God sent Judah (remember when Jacob 
prophesied over Judah that he said that the scepter would not depart from Judah). In 
other words, Judah was the royal tribe from which Jesus would descend. 


? And they found Adonibezek in Bezek: and they fought against him, and they slew the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites. © But Adonibezek fled; and they pursued after him, and 


caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes. 7 And Adonibezek said, 
Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered 
their meat under my table: as | have done, so God hath requited me. And they brought 
him to Jerusalem, and there he died. (Judges 1:5-7, KJV). 


So they found this Lord of Bezek or King of Bezek and they caught him and cut off his 
big toes and his thumbs. Now, why in the world would they do that? Well, this was 
done to disable a man from being able to participate in warfare. Without a thumb he 
couldn't hold a sword and without a big toe, he couldn't run into battle. It's sort of 
interesting that Adoni-Bezek confesses that he did the same thing to 70 kings, and he 
now says that God is paying him back for what he did. So they took him to Jerusalem 
where he died. 


There is an overriding law in scripture that a person will reap what they sow. Paul tells 
us the same thing. 


7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also 
reap. ê For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to 
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. ? And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
(Galatians 6:7-10, NKJV). 


Think of this positively. If you plant good things in the Spirit you can expect good 
things to come back to you. It's a general principle seen throughout the Bible. Sow 
love, kindness, and mercy. 
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down to fight against the Canaanites who 
dwelt in the mountains, in the South, and in 


a Ta sex the lowland. ' Then Judah went against the 
A Ya Canaanites who dwelt in Hebron. (Now the 
af aa a name of Hebron was formerly Kirjath Arba.) 
E aA E Aa And they killed Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai. 


(Judges 1:8-10, NK/V). 


So Israel had a victory against the main areas surrounding them. Judah went up and 
fought against Hebron. Remember when Caleb had asked for this part because that’s 


where the sons of Anak had lived. These are called the Anakim. Remember when we 
talked about “Arba” who was the biggest giant of them all? Caleb has specifically said 
that he wanted to go against Arba because he had the strength of a man in his forties 
even though he was in his eighties. 


| want to take up here on Wednesday night, and we'll continue with the scripture right 
here. This morning | want to draw several truths from what we've seen. First, God has 
no grandchildren. You cannot depend on the spiritual tradition of your parents or 
grandparents. Each and every one of us has to deal with God in our lives. You will 
either accept Him or you will reject Him. In the same way that Joshua said that Israel 
had to choose whom they would serve, you too must choose whom you will serve. You 
will either serve the God Who is or you will serve the gods you've brought along with 
you or picked up along the way. God has no grandparents so you will be responsible 
for your own decision. 


Second, even if you've chosen Christ and you are a new creation in Him, you are able to 
choose daily to obey or live in disobedience. You have the assurance of heaven 
regardless of which path you choose, but you will reap what you sow in your life. Paul is 
very clear that we should “walk out” our new identity in Christ, 8 For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light? (for the fruit of 
the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding out what is acceptable 
to the Lord. (Ephesians 5:8-10, NKJV). 


Paul is telling us to stay on the path of walking in the light. You might ask, “How do | 
walk as a child of the light?” It is done through daily submission to the Holy Spirit in 
your life. It is learning the promises of God and living them out. In order to take all of 
the “inheritance in the heavenlies” (Ephesians) that you and | are promised, a decision 
must be made to rest in Him. That is analogous to the peace that Israel experienced 
when they were at rest in obedience. You must learn God's promises and walk in them. 
That is why | give the congregation a focal passage every couple of weeks. These are 
verses that have guided me in my life. In this passage today, Israel was in victory 
because they were conquerors walking in the promises of God. As soon as they 
compromised with the world and the pagan peoples around them, the wheels came off. 
We too should guard our hearts from compromising with the world. The Apostle Paul 
tells us, 


14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 1? And 
what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 1® And 
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For youare the temple of the living 
God. (2 Corinthians 6:14-16, NKJV). 


When we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, we become the “Temple of the Living God.” 
Let's each leave today submitting once again to the Holy Spirit's direction in our lives. 


Let us pray. 
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